SPEECH 


or  THE 


HON.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

>739  _ jes-! 

DELIVERED  AT  THE 


DEMOCRATIC  MEETING 


IN  JEFFERSON  HALL, 


PORTSMOUTH,  (N,  H.,)  NOVEMBER  18,  1841. 


ALEXANDRIA,  (D.  C.) 

PRINTED  AT  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  “INDEX,” 


1841. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 

This  project  is  made  possible  by  a grant  from  the  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services  as  administered  by  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education  through  the  Office  of  Commonwealth  Libraries 


i 


https://archive.org/details/speechofhonleviwOOwood 


SPEECH 


OF  THE 

HON.  LEVI  WOODBURY. 


My  Fellow  Citizens  : 

Certain  occasions  happen  in  political  life,  when  it  is  useful  to  review  the  prin- 
ciples and  practices  of  our  opponents.  It  enables  us  to  detect  the  evil,  which  is 
likely  to  arise  from  their  ascendancy — to  judge  better  as  to  the  soundness  of  the 
reasons  for  the  faith,  which  is  in  ourselves — and  to  convince  the  wavering  as 
well  as  truth-seeking,  which  side  they  ought  to  support. 

This  seems  to  be  one  of  those  occasions ; and  some  of  the  resolutions,  just 
presented,  appear  remarkably  well  fitted  to  that  object. 

This  is  the  termination  of  a long  series  of  Democatic  victories  in  the  summer 
and  fall  elections.  This  is  unfurling  our  banners  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  but  a 
short  time  ago  flushed  with  conquest,  and  drunk  with  newly  gotten,  and,  I may  just 
add,  with  ill-gotten  power.  This  is  hanging  our  trophies  on  the  outward  wall — 
opening  our  doors  wide  and  boldly  to  free  discussion  of  principles,  as  well  as 
united  joy  for  such  signal  triumphs — and  thus  we  hold  communion  of  hearts  and 
minds  in  the  great  political  struggle  for  popular  rights  and  the  improvement  of  the 
masses,  which  is  common,  not  only  to  ourselves,  but  to  the  Democracy  of  the 
whole  Union,  and,  in  some  degree,  to  the  liberal  of  all  nations. 

After  the  recent,  sudden,  and  overwhelming  defeat  of  our  enemies,  it  is  natural 
to  inquire,  why  their  majorities  have  been  so  short-lived  ? 

I answer.  Much  of  this  has  happened  formerly,  from  the  erroneous  character 
of  their  general  principles  as  to  the  claims  and  intelligence  of  the  people  at  large ; 
and  latterly,  not  only  from  that,  but  the  rash  abandonment  by  many  of  them  of  an 
honest  manner  in  conducting  the  canvass,  as  well  as  the  elections,  and  their  open 
violation  of  most  of  their  promises  and  pledges — the  moment  they  felt  secure  in 
office. 

The  errors  of  their  conduct,  however  numerous,  have  chiefly  one  common 
origin.  The  root  of  the  evil  is  the  unjust  contempt  and  under  estimate , which  they 
form  as  to  the  qualities  and  rights  of  the  people. 

It  is  far  from  me  to  impute  to  our  opponents  a system  of  total  depravity  in  poli- 
tics. But  they  indulge  in  so  gross  a delusion  as  to  popular  intellect  and  popular 
sagacity,  that,  in  the  excitement  of  partizan  controversy,  it  leads  them,  first,  to  the 
use  of  immoral  means,  to  impose  on  the  people.  Next,  thev  resort  to  pledges  and 
professions,  calculated  to  deceive  the  people,  because  never  redeemed.  Next,  for 
the  purpose  of  weakening,  they  disparage  the  people.  And  when  all  these  un- 
worthy instruments  fail  to  conquer,  they  seek  to  thwart  and  defeat  the  true  expres- 
sion of  the  will  of  the  people.  Some  of  these  unjustifiable  means  are  well  calculated, 
on  certain  occasions  of  public  uneasiness  or  feverish  impatience,  to  succeed,  for  a 
time. 

But  popular  intelligence,  however  underrated,  is  perfectly  competent,  ere  long-, 
to  detect  such  impositions,  and  is  always  swift  to  visit  them,  when  detected,  with 
signal  retribution. 

If  some  of  these  remarks  should,  at  first,  look  harsh,  it  is  not  from  a wish  to  be 
discourteous,  even  in  retort — but  because  the  facts  are  harsh.  Unfortunately,  the 
history  of  our  opponents  is  full  proof  on  this  subject,  and,  in  both  form  and  sub- 
stance, their  conduct  has  always  been  exceedingly  severe  towards  the  democracy. 
I shall  proceed,  at  once,  to  adduce  proof  of  my  assertions,  though  free  to  admit. 
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that  some  of  the  party,  arrayed  against  us,  have  never  participated  in  these  censura- 
ble courses,  and  must,  in  private  life,  forswear  and  denounce  them.  It  is  deeply  to 
be  regretted,  however,  that  in  public  life  they  have  often  been  willing  to  reap  the 
benefit,  expected  to  result  from  what  is,  in  itself,  culpable,  and  is  employed  by 
others  less  scrupulous.  To  specify  a few  of  the  immoral  means,  which  those 
oppoesd  to  us  have  used  for  imposition  on  the  people,  let  me  ask,  first,  if  the 
grossest  calumnies  have  not  been  circulated  in  whig  pamphlets,  whig  addresses, 
and  whig  speeches  against  democrats,  even  after  refuted , and  some  of  them,  after 
refuted  by  distinguished  men  in  their  own  ranks  ? Witness  a thousand  tales  before 
last  November,  as  to  the  President’s  furniture,  carriages,  and  house,  so  false  that, 
within  six  months  of  these  very  misrepresentations,  their  party  were  compelled, 
officially,  to  contend  that  the  furniture  was  not  good  enough,  and  to  expend  six 
thousand  dollars  more,  merely  in  fitting  up  a few  chambers. 

Again,  fabrications,  imputing  crimes  of  a deep  dye,  have,  on  the  eve  of  important 
elections,  met  with  a similar  currency.  In  one  case,  I remember  seeing  the  last 
Ex-President  charged  even  with  theft,  and  that  perpetrated  in  a church,  during  divine 
service. 

Yet  the  incredibility  as  well  as  falsehood  of  the  charge,  did  not  prevent  it  from 
being  spread  to  the  four  winds  of  heaven — to  every  real  as  well  as  counterfeit  log 
cabin,  whenever  and  wherever  it  was  supposed  public  credulity  could  be  cheated, 
and  a single  voter,  poisoned  by  it  into  opposition  to  the  late  Executive. 

But,  among  hundreds  of  your  Federal  neighbors,  the  man,  who  would  be  guilty 
of  such  an  atrocity  in  private  life,  disconnected  with  party  politics — would  soon 
become  a mortifying  monument  for  the  slow,  ummoving  finger  of  public  scorn , to 
point  at.  And  ought  not  they  even  now,  to  detest  the  acting  agents  in  such  out- 
rages, and  abandon  a cause  which  requires  such  immoralities  to  sustain  it? 

Beyond  this,  the  illegal  manufacture  of  copper  coin  was  resorted  to  by  some  un- 
scrupulous partizans,  not  merely  from  cupidity  and  gain,  but  for  the  more  ready 
circulation  of  libellous  devices  and  defamatory  mottoes  against  the  last  adminis- 
tration. 

This  violation  of  express  statute  by  the  self-styled  supporters  of  law  and  order — 
this  flagrant  crime  was  perpetrated  repeatedly,  in  defiance  of  severe  penalties — 
till  the  Treasury  Department  was  obliged,  in  the  discharge  of  imperative  duty,  to 
break  up  such  a counterfeiting  breach  of  all  the  decencies  of  life  as  well  as  of  the 
public  laws.  The  judicial  records  of  your  country  show  that  this  is  no  fancy 
sketch.  Can  exemplary  mechanics  and  merchants  reflect  on  such  party  reckless- 
ness, and  believe  that  either  a just  community,  or  a just  Providence,  could  long 
tolerate  the  supremacy  of  a party  committing  these  aggravated  outrages  ? How 
could  majorities  thus  obtained  be  otherwise  than  short-lived  ? All,  it  is  admitted, 
did  not  offend  equally  : but  let  the  innocent  come  out  from  among  the  guilty,  rather 
than  countenance  them  by  silence,  or  further  co-operation. 

Not  to  weary  you  with  numerous  other  illustrations,  which  crowd  upon  the 
mind,  concerning  their  gross  tergiversations,  committed  in  the  intoxication  and 
madness  of  party  virulence — and  which  many  of  them  now  undoubtedly  abhor  and 
repent  of.  Let  me  close  this  point  by  asking,  particularly,  the  friends  of  temperance 
among  our  opponents,  how  they  could  resort,  or  justify  a resort,  to  such  log-cabin 
carousals  as  characterized  the  last  year  ? how,  as  orderly  citizens,  they  could  join, 
or  urge  others  into  drunken  processions  and  revels  at  mass  meetings  ? how  they 
can  now  justify  or  support  a party  which,  to  the  stigma  of  the  great  cause  of  tem- 
perance reform  for  a quarter  of  a century,  exulted  in  the  most  swinish  excesses 
under  the  cover  or  mask  of  “ hard  cider  ?” — in  short,  made  “hard  cider”  ihe  insig- 
nia of  their  principles  ? — “ hard  cider”  the  touchstone  of  their  faith  ? — “ hard  cider” 
their  matin  song  and  their  vesper  hymn . Wretched  delusion  ! Y et,  thanks  to  a so  be;  - 
minded  people,  temporary — and  abandoned  as  well  as  avenged,  when  they  awakened 
to  the  “ second  sober  thought”  and  proceeded  as  soon  as  the  first  elections  arrived,  to 
wreak  striking  retribution  on  the  hypocrisy  and  immorality  that  had  betrayed  them. 
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Hastening  from  this  point,  could  it  be  credited,  if  the  facts  did  not  glare  in  our 
eyes,  that  the  Federal  party,  after  all  the  public  knowledge  and  long  experience  of 
its  character,  would  have  next  had  the  effrontery  to  make  professions  ana  pledges 
of  being  hostile  to  removals  from  office  for  differences  of  opinion  as  well  as  being 
the  exclusive  friends  and  bulwark  of  economy  ? They  did  it,  however,  far  and 
wide,  high  and  low,  and  having  never  fulfilled  these  promises,  can  it  be  uncharita- 
ble to  suppose,  that  they  thus  meant  to  deceive  and  gull  those  whom  they  had  not 
otherwise  imposed  on  ? 

That  I speak  not  from  prejudice,  or  declamation,  but  “from  the  book,”  and  from 
recorded  facts,  many  of  them  within  your  own  recollections,  let  me  ask  how  often, 
at  every  street  corner,  tavern,  and  log  cabin,  during  the  late  canvass,  did  you  hear 
them  denounce  us,  as  “the  spoils  party,”  and  pledge  themselves,  even  in  the  Capi- 
tol of  the  Union,  to  proscribe  proscription  in  removals,  and  introduce  great  retrench- 
ments and  reform  ? 

The  whig  convention  of  this  State,  within  three  weeks  past,  have  again  admitted, 
that  they  stood  pledged  to  “a  retrenchment  of  the  public  expenditures.”  But  nei- 
ther they,  nor  any  of  their  most  reckless  partizans,  dare  now  contend  that  these 
pledges  have  been  redeemed.  On  the  contrary,  removals  for  mere  difference  in 
opinion  have  been  made  without  number,  and  the  public  expenditures  increased  mil- 
lions on  millions. 

The  question  here  is  not  which  party  has  removed  most,  though  in  number  they 
have,  in  six  months,  exceeded  all  removed  by  the  Democrats  in  twelve  years.  But 
it  is,  have  the  whigs  removed  any,  whatever  for  political  considerations  ? 

That  is  the  question.  They  censured  us  severely  for  displacing  any  on  such 
grounds,  and  solemnly  promised  to  correct  the  practice.  IIow  have  they  done  it  ? 

You  can  settle  the  point  within  your  own  knowledge — in  your  own  circle.  You 
can  settle  it  by  their  official  reports,  showing,  all  over  the  country,  tens,  fifties,  hun- 
dreds, thousands,  harshly  driven  by  them  from  office  in  less  than  half  a year,  and 
that  merely  for  a difference  in  political  opinion.  This,  too,  urged  forward  rvith  a 
death-like  ferocity,  to  make  way  for  their  hungry  expectants — so  greedy  and  inex- 
orable to  devour  those  spoils  of  office,  they  had  before  the  election  so  constantly 
denounced. 

One  removal  in  the  State  Department  was  made  in  such  hot  haste,  as  to  take 
place  before  the  moderate — tolerant — whig  Secretary  was  even  himself  sworn  intc 
office.  And  it  was  with  humiliation,  oblidged  to  be  recalled  or  suspended,  till  he. 
who  was  so  eager  to  use  the  guilotine  on  others,  possessed  some  legal  power  ovei 
the  subject. 

Us  they  stigmatized  as  “the  spoils  party,”  and  they,  pure,  disinterested,  Im’v 
Pharisees,  were  to  reform  at  once  all  such  abominations.  Reform,  with  a vengeance: 
Whig  reform,  which,  for  a time,  spared  in  office,  after  the  receiver  of  the  spoils  was 
agreed  on,  neither  age,  worth,  nor  want,.  As  in  the  case  of  the  veteran  George 
Bell,  near  you,  turned  out  in  his  grey  hairs  to  starve.  On  the  other  hand,  as  my 
eloquent  colleague,  said  in  the  Senate,  ‘•'■invading  the  nursery  itself and  removing, 
in  New  York,  a boy  of  thirteen  from  being  a messenger,  only  because  his  father 
was  a Democrat. 

And  all,  for  what  ? for  spoils — spoils — spoils.  Yet  after  the  whole  of  this,  one 
oi  tiie  late  resigning  cabinet  has  had  the  gracelessness  to  complain,  that  their  remo- 
vals were  still  too  few  and  too  tardy!  Too  tardy,  because  the  axe  of  the  execu- 
tioner had  got  blocked  up  with  heads,  or  perhaps  some  little  misgiving  had  began  tc 
t ditch  the  only  conscience  connected  with  it,  which  on  this  point  remained  un- 
seared. 

It  is  the  hypocriey  and  falshood  practised  thus,  which  are  so  censurable.  It  is 
not  removals,  merely — but  removals  in  the  face  of  solemn  pledges  to  the  contrary. 
It  is  bad  faith — the  shameful  public  example — the  stain  and  the  deep  brand  of  dis- 
grace, thus  burnt  in  the  pages  of  our  political  history. 
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A few  words  more  as  to  the  deceptive  breach,  before  alluded  to,  of  all  the  pro- 
fessions they  made  in  favor  of  economy;  and  I quit  the  topic  of  their  broken  faith 
to  the  community.  To  persons  acquainted  a little  with  the  former  general  habits 
of  our  opponents,  in  both  public  and  private  expense,  their  pledges  on  this  point, 
from  such  a quarter,  sounded  rather  queer,  at  first. 

It  was  a little  like  lectures  on  modesty  and  chastity  from  the  inmates  of  a Magdalen 
Assylum.  What ! The  party,  that  in  ’98  created  real  Standing  Armies  ! that  made 
numerous  new  officers  and  high  salleries — even  to  a midnight  batch  of  judges  in 
the  last  hour  of  their  expiring  power ! that  resorted  to  large  loans  and  high  internal 
taxes — stamp  acts  and  all  that ! This  magnificent  and  wastefull  party,  by  some 
strange  magic  at  once  to  become  the  prudent,  abstemious,  unassuming,  frugal  con- 
servators of  the  country.  The  prodigals  become  reformers — and  forthwith  to  abol- 
ish offices,  reduce  salaries,  correct  abuses,  lessen  taxes,  and  introduce  a species  of 
political  millenium ! Myriads  were  misled  by  such  specious,  but  hollow  pretensions. 
You , however  flinched  not — and  feared  not.  Y ou,  of  the  Granite  State,  knew  better — 
thank  God,  you  had  not  lost  your  memories  or  your  senses.  For  when  had  you 
heard,  read,  or  seen  an  aristocracy  of  money  practice  retrenchment  ? Y ou  were  in- 
credulous, for  when  had  you  ever  found  the  lovers  of  office,  those  maddened  to  ob- 
tain its  spoils,  abolish  their  own  situations  ? There  was  in  this  too,  much  preten- 
sion, and  absurdity  in  advance  for  your  belief.  When  too,  did  you  ever  know  tax 
collecters,  and  tax  consumers,  eager  to  lessen  taxes  ? The  tax  eaters  anxious  to  re- 
lieve the  tax  payers  ? When  did  those  who  deem  themselves  exclusively  the  well- 
born, well-bred,  and  hence  well  qualified  for  power,  seek  to  diminish  power  or  of- 
ficial influence  of  any  kind,  or  not  indulge  in  every  plausible  extravagance,  which 
could  be  carried  on  at  the  cost  of  others. 

Who  of  you,  had  ever  heard  in  real  life,  in  the  Legislatures  of  the  State,  or  United 
States,  two  appropriations  proposed  of  different  amounts  for  the  same  object,  and 
the  majority  of  the  Federal  party  not  vote  for  the  highest?  Two  salaries  for  the 
same  office  and  they  not  support  the  largest?  Two  discriptions  of  build- 
ings or  works  proposed,  and  they  not  select  the  most  expensive  ? two  armies 
on  natives  and  they  not  prefer  the  greatest  ? 

I do  not  speak  of  this  now,  except  by  way  of  illustration,  and  indicating  a long 
settled  character  in  that  party,  as  a party,  and  one,  deeply  fixed  in  its  grain  or  body. 
Y ou  well  know,  that  to  expect  a change  in  such  characteristics,  merely  by  a change 
in  power — was  as  idle  as  to  expect  the  voluptuous  Syberites,  to  abandon  all  their 
luxuries,  and  at  once  to  become  Spartains,  or  the  Epicureans  of  Capua,  to  live  only 
on  black  broth  and  wear  hear  cloths  and  sheep-skins- — who  among  us  could  be- 
lieve that  the  leopard  was  ever  likely  to  change  his  spots  or  the  Ethiopian  his  skin  ? 

You  therefore  had  no  faith  in  their  “New  Books”  to  be  opened,  or  in  any  of 
their  new  professions;  but  stood  by  your  cause  and  your  arms.  To  ascertain  how 
your  anticipations  as  the  hollowness  of  the  economical  promises  of  our  opponents 
have  been  verified,  I do  not  ask  you  to  go,  merely  to  every  State  legislature — every 
city  and  town  of  the  Union.  Under  democratic  rule  in  days  gone  by,  expenditures 
usually  reduced  where  practicably  and  more  rigidly  accounted  for.  Under  federal 
rule  every  thing  increased,  every  thing  expanded — inflated.  I do  not  say  go  to  the 
former  periods  of  the  general  government.  Under  the  elder  Adams — a prototype  of 
federal  excesses  of  all  kinds  under  Mr.  Jefferson,  the  reverse  and  a model  of  econ- 
omy of  all  kinds — nor  go  to  the  first  coalition  reign  from  1825  to  1828.  Panama 
missions — magnificent  schemes  of  Internal  Improvement,  succeeded  under  Gen. 
Jackson,  by  vetoes  on  the  Maysville  Road,  and  checks  on  mad  careers  of  extrava- 
gance in  other  schemes.  The  aggregate  of  expenditure  was,  to  be  sure  increased 
somewhat  in  a few  of  his  years,  and  in  those  of  his  successor,  but  increased  by  the 
enevitable  cost  of  bloody  wars  both  with  Black  Hawk  and  the  Seminoles,  to  pro- 
tect an  exposed  frontier  from  butchery;  by  the  extinguishment  of  more  Indian  titles 
to  immense  tracts  of  valuable  lands;  by  the  payment  of  large  State  claims  for  ex- 
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penses  in  the  last  war,  and  by  public  buildings  numerous  and  necessary  in  a great 
and  growing  country.  But  rather  go  to  the  last  eventful  summer  alone,  their  first 
and  probably  best  efforts  under  this  new  reign.  Never  in  our  whole  annals  could 
you  find  any  thing  in  character,  as  to  wants  of  economy,  at  all  comparable  to  what 
was  exhibited  in  only  three  months  of  the  restored  federal  dynasty.  In  those — 
the  expenditures,  which  had  become  in  the  last  year  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  reduced  to 
about  twenty-three  million  and  were  this  year  to  have  fallen  to  twenty — were  sud- 
denly hastened  and  swollen  with  a view  to  become  twenty  seven  or  eight  millions. 
In  those,  the  debt  before  temporary  and  not  due,  and  at  the  utmost  amount  only  five 
or  six  millions  was  at  once  expanded  to  twelve  millions,  and  sixteen  more  were  at- 
tempted to  be  added  for  a national  Bank.  In  these,  the  taxes  before  diminishing 
biennially  by  law  under  the  two  former  administrations,  were  augmented  immedi- 
ately several  millions  by  the  new  retrenching  dynasty,  and  other  ones  were  sought 
to  be  imposed  [but  defeated  by  democratic  votes]  on  some  of  the  greatest  comforts, 
if  not  necessaries  of  life.  In  these  the  number  of  navy  officers  was  enlarged  be- 
yond all  precedent,  the  number  of  clerks  diminishing  under  Mr.  Van  Buren — at 
once  increased;  several  foreign  ministers  at  once  paid  higher — inquisitorial  and  star 
chamber  commissioners  with  new  offices  for  them  at  once  created  and  protracted. 

Indeed,  with  them,  this  disregard  of  economy,  was  carried  beyond  life,  even  to 
the  tomb.  And  three  to  four  thousand  dollars  of  extravagance  bestowed  on  the 
trappings  and  pageantry  of  a Presidential  funeral.  The  monstrous  gift  of  twenty- 
five  thousand  more  was  lavished  in  a civil  pension  on  the  wealthy  survivor.  In 
fine,  it  has  been  well  observed  that  the  only  retrenchment,  which  has  yet  appeared, 
has  been  by  Mr.  Badgers  order  to  retrench  the  size  of  midshipmen’s  whiskers. 

Another  great  economical  reform  was  at  once  to  take  place  in  the  keeping  of  the 
public  moneys,  as  well  as  in  Exchanges  and  the  Currency.  It  was  to  be  made 
condusive  to  economy , no  less  than  safety  and  convenience.  All  this  was  to  be 
effected  by  one  miserable  Doctor  Sangrado  panacea — not  to  be  sure  hot  water  for 
every  disorder  like  his,  but  something  akin  in  the  wretched  bantling  of  another  Uni- 
ted States  Bank.  That  was,  to  relieve  insolvency,  repair  losses,  raise  prices,  in- 
crease profits.  It  will,  however,  require  some  time  to  make  the  community  believe 
again,  that,  as  a fiscal  machine,  for  which,  we  were  required  immediately  to  create  a 
National  debt  of  sixteen  or  twenty  millions,  it  is  likely  to  be  a very  economical  one. 
Or,  that  the  public  liberty  is  to  be  safer  under  the  control  of  a monster,  which  has 
overturned  parties  and  changed  administrations  ; and  this,  by  sacrifices  and  lossess, 
that  have  watered  the  streets  of  some  of  our  cities,  with  the  tears  of  widows  and 
orphans  it  has  robbed.  There  has  been  delusion  as  well  as  peril  enough  already  by 
the  system. 

The  old  Bank  still  is  a defaulter  to  the  Government  to  more  than  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  pursuing  the  policy  under  its  charter  from  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, and  under  whose  influence  it  has  plundered  its  stockholders,  and  the  com- 
munity, of  more  than  thirty  millions — bieng  double  all,  which  the  United  States 
government  has  ever  lost  since  its  foundation,  half  a century  ago,  by  all  kinds  of  de- 
falcations— whether  of  collectors,  receivers,  or  disbursing  agents,  and  whether  by 
merchants — all  other  Banks,  and  by  sub-treasuries  of  every  kind,  combined.  Men 
generally,  are  now,  well  enough  informed  and  experienced  to  see,  as  you  long  have 
seen,  that  a sound  currency  exists  in  every  State,  whenever  the  people  and  the 
State  will  it.  Y ou  have  such  a currency  among  you  at  this  moment,  however  bad 
elsewhere.  You  have  always  had  it,  when  you  demanded  it.  And  no  party  organi- 
zations can  ever  strip  you  of  it,  if  you  only  insist  on  what  is  sound  and  drive  from 
power  those  who  oppose  it. 

Then,  you  will  have  substance,  instead  of  shadows ; and  will  never  become  as 
you  are  not  now,  the  prey  of  sharking  banks  and  brokers,  that,  in  many  other  quarters 
of  the  country,  cover  it  with  ruin.  Cannot  every  people  and  State,  do  the  same  ? 
Are  not  each  people  and  State  capable  of  self-government  ? Do  any  need  in  this, 
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the  guardianship  and  leading  strings  of  Congress  ? Congress  is  made  up  of  menr 
seldom  much  wiser  or  more  honest  than  those  who  remain  at  home.  The  whole 
question,  then,  resolves  itself  into  one — as  to  creating  a currency  better  known  at 
a distance,  and  more  cheap  for  travelling  than  gold,  or  one  that  will  aid  exchanges 
for  large  and  remote  remittances.  This  is  a small  matter,  compared  with  the  vast 
mass  of  local,  and  every  day  business  of  life,  among  seventeen  millions  of  people. 

It  dwindles  into  what  concerns  but  a very  few  persons  out  of  the  whole  commu- 
nity. But  even  those  few  are  entitled  to  consideration,  and  they,  as  well  as  others, 
who  examine  the  principles  bearing  on  this  subject,  must  know,  that  distant  monyed 
operations,  whether  for  travelling  or  commercial  remittance  are,  in  other  countries, 
the  most  intelligent  and  experienced  in  business,  usually  performed  well,  through 
private  bankers  or  merchants.  For  this  purpose,  they  use  their  own  drafts  or  bills, 
and  not  bank  notes  of  any  kind.  Drafts  or  bills  of  exchange,  are  found  to  be  much 
the  safest,  and  equally  cheap.  But,  if  any  suppose  that  convenience  is  promoted 
by  the  use  of  notes,  why  not  authorize  Treasury  notes  or  Treasury  drafts  for  these 
purposes,  they  being  higher  in  credit  every  where,  as  well  as  free  from  all  the  dan- 
gers of  banking  ? So,  if  any  suppose  that  exchanges  can  be  effected  cheaper,  or  re- 
duced lower  by  a National  Bank,  than  by  local  institutions  or  private  bankers,  this 
has  been  denied  by  even  the  ablest  of  whig  finanbiers.  The  denial,  also,  is  well 
sustained  by  facts  and  reason — for  all  know,  who  investigate,  that  the  real  rate  of 
exchange  depends  on  the  balance  of  indebtedness  between  different  places,  and  these 
if  unequal,  is  the  mere  expense  of  carrying  specie  from  one  to  the  other.  This  can 
seldom  exceed  one  to  two  per  cent,  instead  of  five  to  twenty,  as  the  rate  of  exchange 
is  often  miscalled.  Nor  can  the  balance  of  indebtedness,  which  causes  any  differ- 
ence in  exchange,  be  destroyed,  or  changed  by  banks  or  corporations,  any  more 
than  they  can  alter  the  changes  of  the  moon,  or  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tides.  Real 
differences  of  exchange,  thus  caused,  have  existed,  in  Europe,  as  well  as  here — and 
been  no  lower  under  such  National  banks  there  or  here — than  without  banks. 

History  and  official  documents  prove  this,  and  should  settle  the  agitation  of  this 
question  forever.  Every  traveller  knows,  that  the  National  Banks  of  both  England 
and  France  never  have  dealt  but  little  in  exchanges,  nor  ever  performed  them  lower 
or  better  than  private  bankei’s  and  merchants.  In  short,  a new  National  Bank  might 
as  well  be  incorporated  to  prevent  a high  range  of  thermometer  in  summer,  as  to 
prevent  high  exchanges  against  any  place  or  country,  which  over-trades,  over-spec- 
ulates,  and  is  deeply  in  debt  to  another. 

One  of  the  maniacal  delusions  on  this  subject,  partly  innocent  from  ignorance  of 
facts,  and  sometimes  the  result  of  false  reasoning,  has  been  to  suppose  that  an  act 
of  incorporation  is  a necessary  prerequisite  to  perform  exchanges.  As  if  nothing 
of  this  kind  could  be  done  well  by  one  individual  here,  and  another  there  ; but  every 
thing  could  be  done  admirably  if  those  two  were  furnished  with  a joint  seal — you 
may  then  even  exonerate  them  from  personal  responsibility,  and  yet  they  are  to  be 
considered  more  safe.  You  may  add  nothing  to  their  property,  intelligence,  orfac- 
iflties,  but  the  joint  use  of  parchment  and  wax — and  yet  they  are  entitled  to  new 
confidence,  and  the  great  laws  of  trade  and  the  currency  are  expected  to  become 
metamorphosed.  As  if  nothing  useful  on,  above,  or  under  the  earth,  could  be  ac- 
complished except  by  corporations.  At  the  same  time,  I concede  that  they  may  be 
good  for  some  purposes — -where  means  are  small,  and  the  end  great,  as  well  as  haz- 
ardous— and  particularly  in  some  cases  of  private  enterprise,  but  ridiculous  for  all 
objects,  and  more  especially  public  ones. 

The  public  corporation  party,  that  would  govern  the  currency  and  exchanges  only 
by  corporations,  will  next  propose  to  fight,  on  land  and  ocean  by  corporations,  in- 
stead of  the  free  arms  and  stout  hearts  of  the  people — to  legislate  by  corporations, 
and  save  you  the  trouble  of  sending  Representatives — to  decide  causes  by  corpora- 
tions, instead  of  the  plague  of  honest  jurors  and  responsible  judges  ; and  soon  to 
govern  every  thing,  as  well  as  the  currency  and  exchanges,  by  corporations,  and 
corporations  alone,  and  thus  save  the  struggles  for  electing  Presidents. 
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The  Bank  insanity  has  also  run  in  still  another  vein — as  if  any  thing  good  at 
times,  like  banks,  was  good  always,  or  if  useful  for  some  purposes,  like  bank  paper, 
was  useful  for  all ; convenient  in  some  business  was  indispensable  in  every  thing. 
Or  as  if,  when  the  prevailing  evil  and  curse  of  the  age  was  too  much  bank  capital, 
more  should  be  created  for  a cure — as  if,  when  existing  banks  could  not  loan,  safe- 
ly, all  their  present  means,  and  many  of  them  sustain  immense  losses,  it  was  profi- 
table to  the  government  to  borrow  and  lend  out  more  in  bad  security  and  increase 
losses.  As  if,  in  a state  of  drunkenness,  the  friends  of  temperance  should  pre- 
scribe more  rum  as  the  sovereign  remedy.  Or  when  the  system  was  bleeding  into 
feebleness  from  a myriad  of  small  horse  leaches,  relief  was  to  come  from  adding  to 
them  a hungry  mammoth  leach,  to  deplete  and  reduce  them  faster.  Yet  such  is  the 
absurd,  dangerous,  unconstitutional  measure,  on  which  our  sage  opponents  chose,  at 
the  extra  session  to  risk  all  their  political  fortunes.  It  was  in  relation  to  this  mea- 
sure they  played  fast  and  loose,  to  jocky  each  other  and  head  their  own  President, 
for  three  anxious  months.  It  was  this  post  against  which  they  were  pleased  to 
crack  their  own  skulls. 

Many  growled  and  faught  over  it  till  the  universal  whig  party,  the  great  coalition 
of  black  spirits,  white  and  grey  divided,  denounced  each  other  and  threatened  to 
dissolve  into  its  original  elements.  In  the  contest  between  them  like  that  between 
certain  snappish  animals,  of  whom  we  often  hear,  they  seem  to  have  eaten  each 
other  up  so  as  to  leave  scarce  as  much  as  they  left.  The  people  have  taken  this 
subject  into  their  own  hands  and  judging  from  the  recent  elections,  are  no  longer 
to  be  hood-winked  and  deceived.  The  falsity  of  the  pledges  as  to  removals  and 
economy  being  detected,  the  people  have  vetoed  all  the  whig  schemes  connected 
with  them  as  effectually  as  ihe  President  vetoed  the  Bank  alone. 

Failing  either  to  impose  long  on  the  popular  intelligence  by  immoral  means,  or 
long  to  mislead  by  false  professions  and  broken  pledges,  the  party  opposed  to  us, 
next  attempt  to  disparage  and  weaken  popular  influence  by  defaming  its  character. 

They  are  constantly  imputing  to  it  improper  designs.  They  cry  out  in  the  streets 
against  democracy,  mad  dog , by  denouncing  it  as  hostile  alike  to  order,  law  and 
property,  and  prone  on  all  occasions  to  exhibit  a seditious  and  disorganizing  spirit. 

By  such  a course  of  calumny,  thousands  of  quiet  and  timid  men  have  been  terri- 
fied from  its  support. 

Under  such  a wholesale  system  of  slander,  many  have  been  led  to  believe,  that 
“ democrat,”  and  especially  the  unmeaning  ribaldry  of  the  name  of  locofoco , signi- 
fied truly  some  incarnation  of  the  apostate  spirit  of  evil,  and  were  ready  when  meet- 
ing to  look  about  for  a cloven  foot  and  long  tail. 

But  it  is  high  time  that  the  timorous  and  prejudiced  should  be  disabused  on  this 
point  and  the  sturdy  yeomanry  of  the  country  vindicated  against  such  unjust 
aspertions. 

More  than  three-fourths  af  the  democratic  party  are  tillers  of  the  soil  and  mecha- 
nics. Are  such  men  the  suitable  materials  in  this  Republic  for  mobs  ? or  outrages 
on  property  ? many  of  them  are  land  owners,  most  of  them  house-holders.  Are 
such  men  generally  the  violators  of  law  and  the  terror  of  public  magistrates  ? 

On  the  contrary,  more  than  half  the  wars  and  revolutions  in  the  world  have  been 
caused  by  the  heads  of  contending  dynasties  for  supreme  power,  by  monarchists 
and  not  the  common  people.  More  than  half  the  rest  have  arisen  between  the  aris- 
tocracy and  their  Kings.  Among  us,  too,  and  within  your  own  recollection,  what 
party  has  committed  most  sudden  out-breaks  against  the  public  peace  ? Both  of 
the  leading  parties  may  not  have  been  without  some  disturbances  in  a country  so 
free  and  unshackled.  But  are  they  to  taunt  us,  on  this  account  ? they,  from  their 
glass  houses,  throw  stones  at  us,  who  comparatively  live  in  granite  ? they  sneer  at 
us  as  riotous,  they  who  instigated  the  buck  shot  war  in  Pennsylvania  ? they,  who 
inobed  at  midnight,  only  the  last  summer,  their  our  President  ? they,  who  have 
since  burnt  and  shot  him  in  effigy  over  half  die  Union  ? they,  who  violated  the 
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peace  < f the  Capitol  in  burning  the  Sub-Treasury  and  annoying  the  tranquility  of 
their  opponents  by  ferocious  yells  and  denunciations?  they,  who  broke  open  arsenals 
i»  -New  York  city  for  rams  to  attack  voters  ? What  quiet  party  also  through  the 
who)  " of  184i( . turbed  the  “limbers  of  women  and  children  by  log  cabin  carou- 
sals and  noisy  hard  cider  processions?  what  one  saw  its  own  partizans  wrangling 
even  unto  blows,  in  the  public  srs  fins  of  the  House  of  Representatives?  what, 
orderly  j arty,  has  j invoked  and  participated  in  the  death  of  martyred  m mbers  of 
Congress  r and  of  democratic  editors? 

What  law-sustaining  party  threatened  t > withhold  payment  of  its  duty  bonds  in 
New  York  ? What  one  tried  to  instigate  a ten  cent,  rebellion  in  Boston,  merely  for 
the  collection  of  pest  office  dues  in  a legal  currency?  In  fine,  what  peaceful  par- 
ty, at  the  panic  session,  in  A.  D.,  1834,  threatened  to  march  troops  on  Washington 
city, and  drive  the  xecutive  into  the  Potomac? — proclaimed,  through  its  leaders, 
there  were  no  Sabbthsin  Revolutionary  t .mes,  and  breathed  nothing  but  blood  and 
carnage  against  the  general  governme.it,  till  the  hero  of  two  wars — the  man  who 
“lived  in  the  hearts  as  wtll  as  the  wouse  cf  the  people,” — wholly  disarmed  their 
boasting,  by  proposing  to  turn  out  against  them  a certain  landlady  and  her  broom- 
stick. 

Yet,  a party  like  this  sneers  at  you  as  being  disorganizes ! taunts  you  with  being 
Jacobins ! even  banditti  or  convicts,  fit  only  to  be  driven  back  to  the  Penitentiary, 
and  recently,  at  the  late  extra  session,  through  their  most  distinguished  leader,  de- 
nounced you  as  pirates,  and  not  entitled  to  the  civilized  laws  of  war.  Y ou  who, 
in  every  crisis,  have  been  foremost  to  rally  round  the  laws,  rather  than  oppose 
them:  to  sustain  magistrates  and  not  resist  them — to  protect  property,  rather  than 
destroy  it,  and  to  punish  crimes,  instead  of  committing  them.  Who  is  it  that  con- 
stitutes the  posse  comitatus  to  aid  in  arresting  offenders,  but  you  ? who  the  jurors 
to  try  them,  but  you  ? and  when  the  military  arm  is  needed  to  aid  the  civil  one,  are 
not  you  the  citizen  soldiers,  who  rush,  at  the  slightest  tap  of  the  drum,  to  suppress 
disorder,  repel  invasions,  and  protect  property  ? Y ou,  who,  like  your  fathers,  in 
times  that  tried  men’s  souls,  at  Bennington  and  Saratoga,  with  Stark — or  on  the  deck 
of  the  Bonne  Richard,  ankle  deep  in  gore  with  Paul  Jones,  have  exposed  your  lives 
in  the  tented  field,  at  Chippewa,  or  at  the  guns  of  the  gallant  Essex  and  the  Law- 
rence on  the  lakes  and  the  ocean,  and  for  what  ? Y our  fathers,  to  secure  property 
from  oppressive  taxation,  and  prevent  taxation  without  representation — and  you, 
besides  the  glorious  defence  of  sailors’  rights,  to  secure  free  trade  for  others,  and 
resist  the  condemnation  of  the  property  of  others  by  illegal  decrees,  or  through 
illegal  paper  blockades,  and  save  the  commerce  of  the  rich  from  either  unjust  search 
or  wanton  pillage.  Yet,  you  are  to  be  proscribed  by  Federalism  as  men  hostile  to 
property — seditious,  lawless,  and  disorganizing 

In  the  same  intolerant  and  libellous  spirit,  the  two  last  democratic  administrations 
have  been  constantly  denounced,  as  opposed  to  commerce,  and  dangerous  to  prop- 
erty, as  weil  as  incapable,  when  it  has  become  a matter  of  historical  record,  that 
their  skill  and  energy  procured  for  the  wealthy,  millions  of  indemnity  for  plunder 
committed  with  impunity  on  our  commerce  by  foreign  nations,  under  former  ad- 
ministrations, that  many  of  our  present  opponents  now  eulogize. 

Who  have  received  and  now  enjoy  these  millions?  Not  the  democratic  farmer, 
mechanic,  seaman,  or  laborer,  but  the  wealthy  merchant  or  nabob  banker,  and  yet 
most  of  these  classes  daily  rail  at  democracy  as  hostile  to  commerce  and  property, 
and  speak  constantly  of  the  ruin  produced  by  both  the  two  last  democratic  admin- 
istrations. But  whither  will  you  look  for  the  desolations  caused  by  such  measures 
as  these  immense  foreign  indemnities  which  they  obtained  ? To  Boston!  Its  waae- 
houses  and  dwellings*)  have  been  changed  from  brick  to  granite,  partly  under  their 
enriching  power,  and  its  morasses  become  covered  with  splendid  edifices.  To  Lo- 
well and  Nashua ! Their  arid  sands  have  been  converted  into  gold,  partly  under 
their  touch ; and  their  water-falls  sunrrounded  with  manufactories,  partly  from  th 
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spare  capital  thus  obtained.  Indeed,  when  have  the  population  an  l wealth  of  the 
whole  country  increased  more  rapidly  than  since  the  first  election  '1  the  retired  vet- 
eran of  the  Hermitage.  What  also  but  a democratic  administration  punished  the 
Malay  pirates  for  their  pillage  of  American  vessels,  and  protected  American  com- 
merce in  the  most  distant  seas  ? Who,  but  they,  opened  new  « arkets  to  Muscat  and 
Siam  ? Who,  but  they,  have  freed  State  after  State  from  the  savage  foe,  and  exten- 
ded the  blessings  of  Christianity  and  civilization  over  immense  tracts  in  the  west, 
occupied  before  only  by  the  buffalo  and  the  Pagan  ? 

Look  at  another  contrast.  This  very  democracy  charged,  not  < . ly  with  hostility 
to  property,  but  to  vested  rights,  and  contracts.  By  whom  ? oy 'those  who  have 
just  passed  an  ill-digested  and  dangerous  Bankrupt  law,  that  destroys  mFUnns  o 
contracts,  annuls  vested  rights,  and  changes  the  condition  of  more  property  than  all 
other  new  legislation  for  a generation  past.  By  that  Bankrupt  law  they  have  spong- 
ed out  the  vested  rights  of  the  widows  and  orphans  in  claims  on  some  of  our  mo- 
neyed institutions  to  the  extent  of  millions.  By  that  law  they  have  violated  the 
obligation  of  all  existing  contracts,  in  subjecting  them  to  discharge  in  a new  way 
without  actual  payment.  Now  they  are  to  be  annulled  retrospectively — and  this 
eivil  outrage  has  lessened  the  value  of  all  existing  debts  near  one-fourth  on  an  ave- 
rage. Our  opponents  have,  by  some  provisions  in  this  law  opened  a door  to  scenes 
of  speculation  and  plunder  unprecedented  and  untolerated  in  any  other  country. 

Because,  without  the  consent  of  creditors  or  the  exhibit  of  regular  books,  the 
most  extravagant  gambler  in  some  kinds  of  business  can  now  procure  a discharge, 
and  commence  anew,  after  a hundred  of  the  rashest  adventures  and  failures.  The 
honest,  but  unfortunate  debtor — always  a just  object  of  sympathy — will,  at  the  same 
time,  procure  little  more  relief  than  he  does  practically  without  the  new  law. 

The  banks  alone,  where  insolvent,  most  needing  a bankrupt  law,  are  refused  to 
be  included  in  this.  And  the  rights  of  the  States — the  State  courts — State  authori- 
ties— and  State  convenience,  in  settling  all  disputes  as  to  contracts  and  debts,  are 
overridden.  Every  question  of  that  kind,  in  case  of  insolvency,  is  to  be  absorbed 
in  the  Federal  consolidating  tribunals;  and  the  inconvenience  and  expense  of  resist- 
ing fraud  and  enforcing  right  at  great  distances,  will  become  so  great  as  in  many 
cases  to  prove  an  outright  denial  of  justice. 

A single  other  case  as  to  vested  rights,  and  the  obligation  of  contracts,  and  I will 
relieve  you  from  further  illustration  on  this  point. 

Who,  let  me  ask,  within  ten  days  after  the  present  administration  commenced,  and 
without  hearing  or  trial,  openly  broke  their  contract  with  the  public  printer,  and  de- 
liberately annulled  it,  though  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  ? Who  ? 

Not  triumphing  by  these  reprobate  courses,  our  opponents  lastly,  in  their  despe- 
rate struggle  for  power,  resorted  to  attempts  to  defeat  the  popular  will.  They  have 
thus  sought  to  defraud  and  despoil  the  people  of  their  equal  rights,  and  their  actual 
strength.  Though  this  last  attack  may  not  be  made  always  in  a manner  so  demo- 
ralizing in  social  life  as  some  of  the  other  assaults,  yet  it  is,  in  a government  like 
ours,  a species  of  profanation  little  short  of  moral  treason. 

Its  tendency,  if  not  design,  is  to  sap,  undermine,  and  overthrow  all  the  foundation 
stones  on  which  a government  of  numbers  and  majorities  rests. 

This  disposition  to  violate  the  popular  will  may,  if  you  please,  arise  from  a real 
or  honest  want  of  confidence  with  some  among  our  opponents  in  the  capacity  of 
man  at  large  for  self-government ; but  it  is  no  less  a disposition  hostile  to  the  genius 
of  all  our  institutions,  and  is  to  be  branded  with  the  severest  reprobation.  It  is  the 
old  leaven  of  English  aristocracy.  It  is  a sprout  from  the  rotting  root  of  the  tree 
of  monarchy  upturned  here  at  the  Revolution.  It  is  the  outbreak  of  that  smothered 
feeling  which  in  some  would  bury  forever,  deep  as  plummet  line  can  sound,  the  lib- 
erties our  fathers  then  established.  It  is,  in  fine,  the  high-bred  scorn  and  hatred  of 
the  lower  classes,  which,  I admit,  suited  the  stars  and  titles  that  preceded  the  Revo- 
lution, and  was  in  good  keeping,  its  original  place,  where  a few  are  educated  to  con- 
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sider  all  but  themselves,  not  merely  vulgar,  but  in  the  language  of  Jefferson,  bom  to 
be  ridden  by  others,  “booted  and  spurred,  through  the  grace  of  God.”  Such  a spi- 
rit and  its  policy  would  dedicate  this  Hall  to  Timothy  Pickering  or  Lord  Bure  ra- 
ther than  the  immortal  author  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  would  sink 
your  ever  glorious  “ Liberty  Bridge,”  and  all  its  patriotic  reminiscenses,  into  a 
morass. 

Do  any  ask  for  evidence  of  this  ? I will  advert  to  a few,  not,  however,  going 
back  to  the  blue  lights  and  other  atrocities,  designed  to  thwart  the  popular  will  in 
prosecuting  the  war  of  A.  D.,  1812* — and  much  less  to  the  bold  measures  of  1798, 
and  the  reign  of  terror  aimed  against  all  popular  rights  — but  transferring  my  atten- 
tion to  one  or  two  recent  occurrences,  which,  at  the  time,  justly  convulsed  large 
portions  of  the  country.  Foremost  in  this  view  was  the  case  of  the  New  Jersey 
election.  It  occurred  under  circumstances,  and  involved  principles,  that  struck  at 
the  total  destruction  of  the  popular  will.  It  was  well  known  from  the  elections  of 
members  of  Congress  which  had  preceded,  that  the  whig  candidates  in  that  State 
must  be  returned  as  chosen,  or  the  democracy  would  triumph  in  congress. 

The  measures  and  interests  to  be  agitated,  and  at  stake  were  momentous.  Under 
this  position  of  public  affairs,  it  happened  that  the  democratic  candidates  received  a 
decided  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  people.  What  was  to  be  done  by  a defeated 
and  desperate  party.  It  at  once  sought,  in  defiance  of  the  popular  will,  to  secure 
seats  to  those  in  the  minority — long  enough  at  least  to  organize  a House  of  Repre- 
sentatives favorable  to  themselves,  if  not  for  the  whole  congress.  No  case  has  ever 
probably  been  more  perverted  by  our  opponents  than  this.  Some  of  them  were 
bold  and  bad  enough  in  the  outset,  without  notice,  hearing,  or  trial,  at  once  to  nul- 
lify and  set  aside  hundreds  of  democratic  votes. 

They  next  attempted  to  screen  this  usurpation  under  what  they  tenned  the  broad 
seal.  When  the  House  evinced  sufficient  sagacity,  firmness  and  fearlessness,  after 
protracted  debate,  to  take  for  its  guide  the  solemnly  declared  will  of  a majority  of 
the  electors,  rather  than  the  despotic  perversion  of  it  by  the  broad  seals  of  partizan 
Governors,  or  the  certificates  of  factious  subalterns,  the  latter  then  ransacked  the 
State,  and  resorted  to  every  species  of  technical  objection  to  disfranchise  democratic 
voters  and  thus  reverse  the  majority.  But  all  in  vain.  The  democratic  members, 
after  the  fullest  scrutiny,  appeared  to  have  been  elected,  not  only  by  a majority  of 
legal  votes,  but  they  were  admitted  to  their  seats  properly,  and  properly  retained 
them. 

Yet  incredible  as  it  may  seem,  this  flagitious  attempt  by  our  opponents  to  defeat 
the  deliberate  will  of  the  people  of  a sovereign  State,  has  been  circulated  over  the 
whole  Union  during  the  late  Presidential  contest  as  a democratic  assault  on  State 
rights,  and  a democratic  effort  by  profligate  means  to  secure  the  control  of  one 
House  of  congress,  when  in  truth  it  was  one  of  those  wanton  aggressions  of  Fed- 
eralism on  the  true  sovereignty  of  the  popular  will  and  sacred  rights  of  majorities, 
which  has  been  a characteristic  of  that  party  from  the  days  of  the  notorious  alien 
and  sedition  laws.  It  may  be  asked,  why  are  such  attempts  not  made  oftener  ? Be- 
cause the  benefit  to  be  obtained  is  seldom  so  dazzling.  The  play  would  not  usually 
pay  for  the  candle.  But  when  a sufficient  motive  exists,  that  disposition  has  seldom 
been  wanting. 

Witness  another  recent  and  signal  illustration  of  this  in  what  has  been  termed  the 
buckshot  war  in  Pennsylvania.  There,  also,  the  majority  of  the  Legislature  depen- 
ded on  the  election  of  Whig  candidates  from  the  county  of  Philadelphia.  And 
hence,  though  the  Democratic  candidates  received  a majority  by  several  hundreds  of 
the  popular  vote,  our  opponents  had  the  hardihood,  with  the  view  to  obtain  control 
of  the  Legislatures,  where  measures  the  most  vital  to  them  were  to  be  agitated,  to 
return  the  minority  of  whig  candidates,  and  relied  for  their  protection  on  the  same 
mysterious  virtues  of  broad  seals  and  certificates  faithless  to  the  popular  will.  A 
clkpio.  arHeing  each  other  to  treat  the  sovereign  expression  of  near  a hundred  thou- 
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sand  votes,  in  the  great  Keystone  State,  as  a nullity,  and  to  pack  a Legislature  in  dis- 
regard of  majorities,  and  then  to  maintain  their  usurped  power  by  the  bayonet  and 
buckshot — this  disorganizing  clique  have  been  held  up  by  the  Federal  party  over  the 
whole  Union,  in  the  last  Presidential  election,  as  victims  of  democratic  misrule, 
when  we,  unterrified  by  bayonets  or  buckshot,  only  stood  up  for  the  law  and  the 
■Constitution,  and  the  popular  will  against  the  violators  of  them  all. 

Our  friends  unterrified,  with  stout  hearts  and  stern  faces,  only  looked  on  the  dis- 
organizes, and  they  fled  to  the  back  windows  and  brier  fields  from  an  indignant 
people.  After  this,  could  it  be  credited,  that  some  of  the  first  acts  of  the  new  dy- 
nasty in  March  last,  were  to  seek  out  no  less  than  three  of  the  most  conspicuous 
in  those  outrages,  and  reward  them  with  those  spoils  of  office,  professed  to  be  so 
much  abhorred  before  the  election  ? But,  thanks  to  a Senate,  not  entirely  lost  in 
partizan  zeal,  two  of  them  were  met  with  an  indignant  rejection,  and  the  other 
barely  escaped  with  an  official  life,  much  less  an  object  of  envy  than  of  bitter  scorn. 
The  same  hostile  disposition  against  the  popular  will  has  been  shown  by  our  oppo- 
nents, in  the  late  struggle  for  the  chief  magistracy,  by  thousands  of  frauds  and 
corruptions  at  the  polls  themselves. 

The  first  step  of  the  patricians  in  some  of  the  ancient  republics,  with  a view  to 
destroy  the  public  voice,  and  with  it  public  liberty,  was  in  New  Jersey  and  Penn- 
sylvania, to  tamper  with  the  returns  of  the  elections.  That  was  always  more  easy 
from  the  few  to  be  corrupted,  and  more  effectual,  as  it  controlled  the  whole 
balloting. 

But  when  deterred  from  that,  by  severe  penalties  or  public  abhorrence  at  such 
fraud,  their  next  resort  in  the  downward  progress  to  anarchy  or  despotism  was  to 
pollute  the  voting  itself. 

With  us  this  has  been  effected,  sometimes  by  our  opponents  bribing  the  venal, 
or  terrifying  the  timid,  or  deluding  the  credulous,  and  at  other  times  by  importing 
renegades  from  different  States  to  outnumber  the  genuine  voters,  or  throwing  more 
than  one  ballot  at  the  same  election ; or  surreptitiously  introducing  others  into  the 
ballot  boxes  before  the  voting  began. 

Do  any  doubt  this  ? Look  at  the  miserable  panic  impositions  in  1834,  the 
menacing  duress  used  by  employers  to  their  workmen  in  1837  and  1840,  the  mil- 
lions of  fabrications  to  delude,  by  Ogle  and  other  wretches — the  scandalous  mum- 
mery of  log  cabins,  coon-skins,  and  hard  cider,  during  the  last  year,  to  intoxicate 
and  mislead;  but  much  more  than  all  this,  the  countless  frauds  at  the  very  polls, 
the  pipe-laying  and  yarn-spinning  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia — the  colonization 
on  the  coast  of  Maine  and  the  river  border  of  Ohio,  and  the  no  less  scandalous 
number  of  ballots  cast  in  some  counties  of  Indiana  exceeding  all  the  official  records 
could  furnish  of  males  above  the  age  of  twenty-one.  A most  striking  incident  in 
connection  with  this  is,  the  moment  the  necessity  diminishes  for  majorities  in  par- 
ticular places,  that  moment  they  can  dwindle  away. 

But  let  the  people  take  warning  and  brand  deep,  whenever  able,  these  violators 
of  the  popular  will.  The  profligates  who  would  thus  poison  the  fountains  of 
popular  suffrage  and  popular  power,  whether  from  contempt  and  hatred  of  the  people, 
or  from  sacriligious  ambition  or  sordid  self-interest,  are  the  worst  of  enemies. 

They  are  false  to  republican  government  itself,  and  more  dangerous  to  popular 
rights  than  the  boldest  despots.  Some  of  the  opposite  party  may  not  participate ; 
but  while  they  act  as  if  partakers  of  stolen  goods,  by  not  separating  themselves 
from  the  party,  it  is  difficult  for  them  to  escape  censure.  They  countenance  the 
actual  participators,  who,  they  must  concede,  are  mean  as  well  as  wicked,  who  dis- 
guise under  political  masks  their  hostility  to  the  people,  who  skulk  in  ambush  to 
assassinate  their  rights,  and  who  seek  to  dodge  responsibility  when  destroying  the 
foundation  of  representative  government.  On  the  contrary,  an  open  declared  foe, 
fighting  with  manly  weapons,  merits  certainly  in  all  contests  the  honors  of  war. 
In  every  instance,  likewise,  oif  extending  the  right  to  vote,  or  of  encouraging  uni- 
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versal  suffrage,  or  breaking  down  the  barriers  of  darker  ages,  to  wider  freedom  ire 
elections,  you  will  uniformly  find  our  opponents  in  array  against  them. — They 
always  interpose  vexatious  obstacles,  require  unreasonable  probations,  and  under 
pretence  of  security  against  inexperience  or  frauds,  seek  exclusion  or  monopoly. 
Let  property,  as  it  usually  does,  have,  by  its  own  natural  power,  all  the  influence, 
which  is  its  right,  but  never  add  to  it  control  or  checks,  which  belong  only  to  mind, 
intelligence,  judgment,  experience,  and  the  undying  soul.  Let  the  voter,  too,  be 
informed,  and  thoroughly  disciplined  in  moral  as  well  as  political  life.  All  this  he 
will  often  try  to  be  of  his  own  accord,  and  should  be  tempted  to  be  by  every  pow- 
erful consideration  under  institutions  so  encouraging  as  ours.  But  employ  no  tests, 
no  prohibitions,  no  gags,  no  disqualifications  except  crime.  To  the  exercise  of  the 
great  primary  power  on  which  the  whole  fabric  of  republican  freedom  rests,  all  who 
help  to  sustain  government  have  as  strong  a right  to  use  their  suffrage  as  the  right 
to  hearing,  speech,  feeling,  or  thought,  conferred  on  them  by  Providence.  Both 
are  conferred  for  like  purposes,  and  for  the  abuse  of  which,  and  the  abuse  alone, 
they  are  amenable  to  both  him  and  their  fellows. 

Another  mode  of  paralizing  the  popular  will,  to  which  our  opponents  have  long 
resorted,  has  been  to  confer  the  right  of  suffrage  only  in  connection  with  a certain 
amount  of  property , and  thus  nullify  the  democracy  of  numbers.  Thus  have  they 
again  and  again  sought  to  found  government  on  property.  I censure  this,  not 
because  hostile  to  the  protection  of  property,  and  all  its  just  rights.  But  a moment’s 
reflection  must  show  all,  that  it  is  man , and  not  property,  for  which  government  is 
established — that  it  is  human  nature,  and  not  land  or  merchandise,  which  thinks, 
feels,  enjoys,  or  suffers,  and  whose  happiness  is  the  great  object  of  society  as  well 
as  government. 

If  mere  money  or  dead  matter  is  to  govern  and  be  governed,  well  might  all  our 
religion  become  rank  materialism,  and  the  future  a paradise  for  metals,  merchandise, 
and  cattle,  rather  than  for  men  and  angels.  No : the  object,  or  at  least  the  effect 
of  it,  is  to  defeat  the  popular  will,  and  to  make  the  rich  omnipotent. 

Dr.  F ranklin  well  observed,  if  man  without  a qualification  of  property  could  not 
vote,  but  with  it  could  vote,  then  it  was  the  property,  and  not  the  man,  on  which 
power  was  conferred,  and  if  the  property  consisted  of  a jackass,  then  it  was  vir- 
tually the  jackass,  and  not  the  man,  that  was  empowered  to  vote. 

How  degrading  it  is  to  the  immortal  soul,  the  god-like  mind,  the  accountability 
for  eternity  as  well  as  time,  that  all  those  lofty  endowments  are  to  dwindle  into  in- 
significance, compared  with  a few  acres  of  sterile  earth  or  a few  scraps  of  rag 
paper — intellect  to  be  crushed  by  mere  dirt , and  reason  to  be  trodden  on  as  the 
slave  of  spinning  jennies.  Can  it  be,  too,  that  such  a party  is  to  mislead  the  com- 
munity by  making  exclusive  pretensions  to  mental  greatness,  refinement,  religious 
principle,  or  true  devotion  to  the  welfare  of  the  people  at  large  ? 

Shame  on  such  pretensions  with  such  principles.  It  is  remarkable  how  such 
leading  propensities  burst  out  on  a variety  of  unexpected  occasions  in  different 
matters.  Thus  this  same  hostility  towards  the  popular  will , which  has  characte- 
rized federalism  in  th  e particulars  already  noticed,  has  been  already  equally  con- 
spicuous in  the  contempt  they  have  usually  exhibited  towards  all  kinds  of  IN- 
STRUCTIONS from  constituents  to  their  representatives. 

If  the  instructions  come  from  small  meetings  of  the  people  themselves,  then  they 
are  sneered  at  as  bush  instructions,  got  up  in  the  woods  and  unimportant.  If  they 
are  sent  from  larger  and  more  formal  meetings  then,  as  in  several  instances  at  the 
last  extraordinary  session,  if  speaking  bold  truths  as  bold  and  free  men  should 
they  are  refused  even  to  be  printed,  and  contemptuously  flung  upon  the  table. 
If  they  come  from  legislative  bodies  to  their  own  Senators,  then,  as  on  various 
occasions  in  years  past,  the  whig  servant  openly  sets  his  master  at  defiance, 
or  retorts  in  discourteous  language,  or  stigmatizes  his  orders  as  illegal  or  revolu 
tionary.  They  are  too  high  to  be  taught  by  others — too  lofty  to  be  advised,  muc 
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less  directed  by  those  who  in  truth  made  them  as  public  officers,  and  can  and 
ought  to  unmake  them  when  faithless.  Who  of  them  now  who  prated  last  June 
so  much  of  the  verdict  of  the  people  against  the  Sub-Treasury  as  a sufficient  reason, 
for  its  repeal,  will  now  vote  to  restore  it  in  consequence  of  a similar  verdict  of  the 
people  against  its  repeal  and  its  repealers  ? Who  of  those,  that  then  talked  of  the 
popular  vote  for  them  being  a verdict  or  decisive  evidence  in  favor  of  a National 
Bank,  will  now  oppose  that  bank,  because  the  recent  popular  vote  is  against  them  ? 
Who  of  the  delegation  of  either  House  from  Georgia,  so  loud  in  favor  of  the  public 
will,  with  three  or  four  thousand  now  against  him,  will  now  resign  on  that  ground  ? 
Who  from  Ohio  ? Who  from  Indiana?  Who  from  Maryland?  Who  from  Penn- 
sylvania ? Who  from  South  Carolina  ? Who  from  New  Jersey,  where  the  popular 
vote  is  at  least  from  two  to  three  thousand  in  our  favor  ? Who  from  our  well- 
beloved  democratic  sister,  Maine  ? Who  from  the  Empire  State  of  New  York? 
Who,  last,  but  not  least  in  glory,  from  Michigan — most  triumphant,  thoroughly 
sweeping  Michigan  ? Stand  forth,  then,  ye  pretenders  of  friendship  and  devotion  to 
the  mere  popular  will. 

Yield  to  that  will  in  the  recent  elections,  and  on  that  theory  acknowledge  your 
own  condemnation  with  that  of  all  your  new  measures ; or  confess  once  more  the 
signal  evidences  which  your  disregard  of  all  kinds  of  instructions  furnishes  of  your 
proverbial  contempt  and  hostility  towards  the  popular  will. 

Another  attempt  to  thwart  that  will  has  been  made  at  the  extra  session,  by  forcing 
a meeting  of  Congress  before  a full  representation  of  the  people  could  be  procured, 
and  to  gag  even  those  who  did  assemble ; so  that,  in  one  House,  they  could  neither 
explain  nor  enforce  that  will  in  a manner  becoming  a deliberative  body,  and  cus- 
tomary in  all  free  governments. 

Another  of  the  perversions  of  that  will,  when  expressed  in  the  constitutional 
forms,  is  most  alarming,  and  well  alluded  to  in  the  resolutions  just  read.  It  is  a 
recent  attempt  to  destroy  the  veto  power.  That  power  is  one  confided  to  the 
Executive  by  the  people,  for  the  security  of  the  people  against  sudden  or  ill-advised 
legislation.  It  is  one  of  the  greatest  checks  on  legislative  servants.  The  veto  can 
never  be  used  against  the  people  as  a check  on  themselves,  for  it  can  never  operate 
on  their  acts.  It,  on  the  contrary,  checks  their  agents  in  Congress,  and  for  that 
purpose  it  is  entrusted  to  their  tribunitial  agent,  the  President ; while,  at  the  same 
time,  their  check  on  the  President  himself  is,  that  he  can  originate  no  act  by  the 
veto  power — and  can  approve  even  and  complete  no  legislative  act,  which  has  not 
previously  received  the  sanction  of  both  Houses  of  Congress.  The  President,  too, 
in  all  things,  including  the  veto,  is  as  much  the  agent  and  representative  of  the 
people  as  the  two  Houses — and  indeed  more  so — and  more  within  their  control 
than  the  Senate.  And  yet  we  have  recently  witnessed  the  monstrous  absurdity  of 
Senators  arraigning  him  for  violating  what  they  were  pleased  to  term  the  popular 
will,  when  it  was  only  the  will  of  a few  legislators,  and  have  seen  a whole  party  in 
legislative  caucuses — once  so  much  denounced  by  them — threaten  the  Executive  with 
the  entire  abolition  of  the  veto  power. 

As  if  this  power  was  theirs  and  not  the  people’s,  or  was  even  the  President’s 
except  for  the  people,  and  as  if  the  President  was  less  the  representative  of  the 
people  than  the  others,  and  was  not  as  likely  as  the  others  to  speak  their  will ; and 
as  if  the  authors  of  their  caucus  manifesto  did  not  disregard  the  people’s  will  in 
opposing  the  President,  more  than  he  did  in  opposing  their  caucus  dictation.  At 
the  utmost  they  do  not  charge  the  President  with  violating  any  thing  but  a con- 
structive will  of  the  people — a presumed  will — and,  as  the  recent  elections  show, 
one  erroneously  presumed,  and  one  greatly  distorted  for  mere  party  or  personal 
designs.  The  recent  elections,  thank  God,  have  vetoed  those  designs,  and  long 
may  the  people  as  well  as  the  Executive,  use  the  veto  power,  whenever  it  is 
attacked.  So  bold  a measure  against  the  Constitution  from  a triumphant  party  must 
induce  the  people  to  fear  lest  all  their  constitutional  safe-guards  are  in  jeopardy. 
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What  security  is  there  for  any  of  those,  if  each  stick  which  united  the  constitutional 
strength  of  the  whole,  can  be  separately  broken ; if  every  part  can  be  proscribed 
with  impunity,  and  prostrated  the  moment  it  comes  in  conflict  with  schemes  of  un- 
scrupulous ambition  or  political  pillage  ? The  manifest  tendency  of  this  new  attack 
on  the  Constitution  is  to  abolish  the  people  as  much  as  the  veto,  since  the  veto  is 
one  of  the  great  ramparts  of  their  safety. 

Will  not  the  cautious  among  our  opponents  halt  at  this  ? Will  they  not  distrust 
the  wisdom  at  least  of  a party  ready  at  once  for  so  slight  a cause,  to  leap  into  so 
disorganizing  a measure  ? Will  they  not  abandon  such  guides  ? — guides  who  have 
proscribed  their  own  President,  instead  of  proscribing,  as  they  promised,  proscrip- 
tion itself — guides  who  induced  his  cabinet  to  desert  him  in  the  utmost  need  by  a 
coalition  resignation — guides  who  excited  yells  of  denunciation  under  his  windows 
even  during  the  session  of  Congress — who  have  burnt  him  in  effigy  far  and  widey 
and  then  shot  him  like  an  ignoble  spy  or  traitor — who,  in  fine,  have  gone  to  the 
utmost  lines  of  daring,  under  our  different  institutions,  to  imitate  the  aristocratic 
patricians  of  Rome  in  their  violent  destruction  of  the  two  Gracchi  for  the  use  of  the 
veto  power  and  other  prerogatives  in  aid  of  the  people  ? 

And  all  for  What  ? Hear  ! Their  own  account  of  it  according  to  the  official 
organ,  is  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Ewing  went  out  on  u personal  indignity.” 

Mr.  Crittenden,  on  “ veto.” 

Mr.  Badger,  “ trifling  with  the  cabinet” 

Mr.  Bell,  “ other  and  pre-existing  causes.” 

Mr.  Granger,  “ purse  and  sword,”  and  “ tardy  removals.” 

But  in  truth  it  was  all  simply  for  refusing  assent  to  a National  Bank,  which  the 
popular  will  had  before  condemned  and  has  since  condemned — and  which  at  all 
events  President  Tyler  had  for  a quarter  of  a century,  in  a long  public  life,  uni- 
formly opposed,  and  under  his  oath  to  God  and  the  people  for  sustaining  the  Con- 
stitution believed  he  was  bound  to  continue  to  oppose,  or  be  guilty  of  moral  per- 
jury. I rejoice  to  see  that  within  a few  days  past,  in  the  neighborhood  of  his 
birth  and  of  the  graves  of  his  ancestors,  he  has  repeated  his  steady  fixed  hostility 
to  the  incorporation  of  any  National  Bank  by  Congress — and  frankly  avowed,  that 
the  late  burnings  in  effigy  had  poured  no  new  light  into  his  mind  favorable  to  such 
an  institution. 

Indeed  President  Harrison,  as  well  as  he,  had  voted  and  talked  years  ago  against 
any  such  an  institution,  and  had  pledged  himself,  if  one  was  established,  to  use 
every  constitutional  effort  to  rescind  or  repeal  its  charter.  Yes,  repeal,  or  revoke y 
was  the  ominous  watchword  of  even  Harrison,  because  in  his  own  language,  since 
so  much  forgotten  and  garbled — he  deliberately  asserted  in  a public  letter  to  his 
constituents — the  charter  was  unconstitutional. 

“ I believe  that  the  charter  given  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  unconstitu- 
tional— it  not  being  one  of  those  measures  necessary  to  carry  any  of  the  expressly 
granted  powers  into  effect ; and  my  votes  in  Congress  will  show  that  I will  take 
any  constitutional  means  to  revoke  its  charter.'1'1 

I stand  not  here  as  the  apologist  of  President  Tyler,  or  the  vindicator  of  his  pre- 
decessor. But  I will  not  refrain  from  doing  justice  even  to  political  opponents  ; 
and  I do  say  to  those  assailing  them,  or  either  of  them,  for  disregard  of  duty  in  not 
approving  a National  Bank,  there  never  stood  two  men  more  strongly  committed 
against  such  a bank  than  did  both  Harrison  and  Tyler;  never  two  men,  who,  by 
signing  a bill  for  such  a bank,  would  more  effectually  scout  all  sense  of  sound 
moral  obligation  from  political  life.  No  matter  by  what  deceptive  name  baptised,, 
whether  fiscal  agent,  fiscal  corporation,  exchange  regulator,  or  currency  maker,  or 
any  other  new  fangled  title  to  gull  the  community  with,  they  would  probably,  by 
such  a deceitful  and  damning  deed,  have  both  violated  their  consciences. 

Conscience  was  said  by  Sir  Pertinax  McSycophant  in  the  play,  not  to  be  a “par- 
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liaiaeatary  word” — and  this  would  seem  to  be  the  modern  opinion  with  some  of 
our  opponents,  or  they  never  would  cast  such  unmeasured  obloquy  on  their  own 
President  for  obeying  the  still  small  voice  of  that  master  which  justly  “ owns  no  su- 
perior but  the  God  she  fears.”  Thus  would  the  revilers  of  the  veto  power  aim,  by  its 
destruction,  another  deadly  stab  at  the  popular  will,  and  open  the  dodr  to  every  le- 
gislative, unbridled  usurpation,  which  the  hardiest  political  sinners  might  dare  at- 
tempt. It  would  leave  the  people  of  this  country  with  less  protection  against  cor- 
ruption in  lawgivers  than  they  enjoy  even  under  a British  monarch  or  French  King. 
Why  is  this  attempted  unless  it  be  to  enforce  other  dogmas  of  Federalism  in  days 
gone  by ; such  as  that  “the  people  at  large  could  not  be  safely  trusted that  “ the 
people  were  their  own  worst  enemies  and  that  the  people  were  to  be  “protected 
against  themselves.”  In  this  way,  we  are  urged  to  go  back  to  such  odious  princi- 
ples, and  carry'  out  in  other  measures  still,  the  opinion  that  the  people  are  incapable 
of  self-government,  and  consequently  that  their  will  is  to  be  thwarted,  and  they 
ruled  by  the  better  sort,  and  forced  to  submit  to  have  government  founded  on  prop- 
erty rather  than  on  living  power — the  thinking  mind,  the  feeling  heart,  and  the  im- 
mortal soul.  In  short,  how  ridiculous  has  it  been  for  them  to  talk  of  saving  the 
people  from  themselves,  and  to  stigmatize  the  democracy  as  benighted  and  ignorant, 
gross  and  vulgar,  the  offscouring  and  scum  of  the  earth — when  they  claim,  emphati- 
cally to  be  the  adorers  of  dirty  acres — the  lovers  of  shining  dust,  and  the  worship- 
pers of  paper  rags. 

But  enough  of  these  flagrant  impositions,  deceptions,  and  assaults  on  the  character 
and  power  of  the  people  at  large.  This  whole  system  of  contempt  and  under  valua- 
tion as  to  the  mass  of  the  community  among  us,  is  ill-placed  here,  ill-suited  to  our  in- 
stitutions and  social  condition,  and  ill-timed  in  this  age  of  light  and  progress. 

That  and  what  immediately  preceded  the  extra  session,  and  what  has  succeeded  it  in 
the  elections,  show  this  matter  to  be  now  better  understood,  and  that  majorities  thus 
obtained  must,  of  necessity,  be  short-lived  in  a virtuous  community — because  no  par- 
ty, practising  such  contempt  of  the  people  and  all  its  consequences,  however  strong  at 
first  in  votes  and  hopes,  can  live  long,  beyond  the  reach  of  public  indignation.  This 
indignation  may  come  slower  in  one  place,  or  lighter  in  another.  But  when  the  whole 
twenty-six  States,  and  seventeen  millions  of  people,  have  moved  and  moved  to  a great 
extent  in  concert — it  is  manifest  that  the  deceptions  of  our  opponents  are  detected. 
The  evil  spirit  that  sat  disguised  and  tempting  at  the  ear  of  Eve,  has  been  touched 
by  the  spear  of  Ithuriel,  and  exposed  in  all  his  deformities.  The  people  at  large  want 
truth  and  public  honesty.  They  will  have  openness,  candor,  justice,  public  aims,  and 
not  selfishness,  and  not  a disregard  of  sacred  morals — a bad  breach  of  all  valuable 
pledges,  and  a voracious  appetite  for  the  spoils  of  office  and  the  plunder  of  the  Trea- 
sury. Fortunately,  we  are  done  with  theory  and  conjecture  on  this  subject.  The 
country  has  actually  seen  that  prodigy,  the  whig  party,  in  power. 

Brilliant  expectations  and  flattering  promises  have  suddenly  been  merged  in  disap- 
pointed realities.  Seeing  and  feeling  have  accomplished  more  in  half  a year  in  en- 
lightening the  public  mind  against  them  than  reasoning  could  have  brought  about  in 
half  a generation. 

Detected,  exposed,  defeated,  that  party  may  linger  out  its  constitutional  term  ; but 
the  people  have  visited  it  with  condign  punishment,  as  fast  as  the  forms  of  the  law 
will  permit ; and  though  it  may,  for  private  profit,  cling  to  office  to  the  last  moment, 
little  moral  force  will  be  left  to  it,  and  little  real  ability  to  accomplish  much  more  of 
folly  and  misrule. 

Their  recent  discomfiture  in  the  elections  must  prove  one  of  the  most  signal  re- 
bukes ever  given  to  rulers  by  a free  people. 

Without  dwelling  longer  on  any  of  the  particular  developements  of  the  late  ex- 
traordinary session,  it  is  apparent,  by  those  elections,  that  the  country  at  large  is 
loudly  exclaiming — give  us  no  more  such  samples  of  government.  We  have  had 
quite  enough  of  whig  extra,  dog-days  legislation.  Indeed,  some  of  our  opponents 
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themselves  may  well,  by  this  time,  most  feelingly  cry  out  as  to  all  their  extra  do- 
ings, as  Richard  the  Third  did  about  rumors — bring  no  more  of  them  ; bring  no  more 
extras  of  any  kind,  whether  extra  expenses,  extra  national  debts,  extra  waste  of  the 
public  lands,  extra  proscription,  extra  banks,  extra  manifestoes,  or  extra  quarrels. 

The  new  loves,  beginning  at  Harrisburg,  the  billing  and  cooing  of  the  parties  to 
the  new  coalition,  have  had  but  a brief  honey-moon. 

If  they  are  not  already  divorced , they  at  least  have  been  obliged  to  advertise  each 
other  as  no  longer  fit  to  be  trusted.  I hope  they  will  soon  be  entirely  divorced  from 
each  other,  as  well  as  divorce  Bank  and  State. 

Many  certainly  have  separated  from  bed  and  board.  About  a hundred  and  fifty 
thousand,  in  the  late  elections,  have  dissolved  entirely  the  bonds  of  whig  matrimony. 
Let  all  who  are  left,  and  begin  to  see  the  deception  of  their  leaders,  abandon  a sinking 
ship,  and  requite  the  unfaithfulness  of  all  kinds,  which  has  been  practiced  on  them,  by 
posting  on  the  doors  of  the  few  political  log-cabins  which  are  left  standing,  a public 
notice  of  no  trust  hereafter. 

The  credit  system,  in  politics  at  least,  ought  with  them  to  be  at  an  end.  It  has  been 
pushed  quite  too  far.  The  people  can  have  but  little  more  confidence  in  whig  evasions, 
delays,  and  broken  promises ; and  the  only  good  likely  to  happen  from  the  new  whig 
bankrupt  system,  will  be  to  let  their  own  party  take  the  benefit  of  it,  and  start  afresh 
under  some  new  name.  What  little  remains  of  it,  when  the  act  goes  into  effect  next 
February,  might  well  pass  through  the  bankrupt  process  ; and  if  the  honest  ones  ever 
attempt  again  to  set  up  in  political  business,  let  it  be  as  converted  democrats  on  the 
glorious  second  Tuesday  of  March  next,  the  day  when  our  annual  election  must  open 
another  triumphant  campaign.  I venture  to  predict  that  still  more  of  them  than  in  the 
recent  elections,  will  at  the  polls,  on  the  whig  side,  then  “ come  up”  missing. 

Some  of  our  opponents  apologize  for  not  having  better  success,  because  they  have 
not  carried  out  all  their  measures.  But  they  have  already  done  enough  to  carry  three- 
fourths  of  them  out  of  office ; and  had  they  carried  out  the  whole  of  their  measures, 
few  of  them  would  probably  have  been  left  in  power  to  tell  the  tale.  All  doubts  as  to 
reactions  are  at  last  ended. 

The  people  are  daily  becoming  longer  sighted,  and  will,  hereafter,  be  much  less 
confiding  in  advance.  Do  not  recent  elections  evince,  that  they  are  looking  deeper 
into  the  great  questions  of  the  day,  and  appreciating  more  highly  distant  results  ? 
They  will  not  again  run  so  readily  after  strange  gods — but  whom  they  have  long 
trusted  in  safety,  and  found  faithful  in  evil  as  well  as  good  report,  in  the  storm  as  in 
sunshine,  in  the  tribulation  of  wars  from  abroad,  and  Hartford  Conventions  within — 
they  will  deem  it  prudent  to  trust  forever. 

Nor  can  the  Federalists  as  a party,  without  a most  radical  reform,  ever  expect,  as 
they  never  will  deserve,  the  permanent  support  of  the  hard-headed,  hard-handed, 
strong-armed,  and  stout-hearted  yeomanry,  who  constitute  the  real  bone  and  muscle 
of  our  whole  social  system. 

Democracy  is  radically  opposed  to  all  the  modern  game  of  brag  and  humbug  in 
politics,  and  especially  its  infatuated  excesses  in  banking,  so  much  in  the  style  of 
Law’s  Mississippi  scheme  or  the  South  Sea  bubble,  which  at  the  beginning  of  the 
last  century  devastated  both  France  and  England. — At  the  same  time  the  democracy 
looks  encouragingly  on  the  progress  of  man  as  a social,  intelligent,  free,  immortal, 
accountable  being,  it  does  not  consider  him  a mere  fixture — an  animated  machine 
to  grow  cotton,  manufacture  cloth,  and  circulate  bank  rags.  And  while  it  seeks  for 
more  light,  it  is  not  from  the  torch  of  the  persecuting  auto  de  fe — not  arguments 
from  the  thumb  screws  of  the  inquisition — not  reasoning  such  as  is  furnished  by 
the  knout  and  dungeons  of  despotism — but  light  from  wider  intelligence,  and  ap- 
proved education.  It  is  in  politics  what  Christianity  is  in  religion.  And  instead 
of  being  hostile  to  virtue,  property,  order,  law,  excellence  in  all  things,  it  is  the 
friend  of  efforts  in  all,  and  advancement  in  all.  These  are  the  secondary  means  as 
well  as  harbinger  of  these  halcyon  days,  which  most  look  forward  to  as  the  haven 
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of  rest  to  the  whole  human  family . A brighter  prospect  beams  after  every  demo- 
cratic victory — chains  either  of  the  body  or  mind  are  broken  by  every  new  liberal 
vote.  “Tyrants  fall  in  every  blow”  to  hoary  abuses.  Dungeons  release  their 
victims  at  every  triumph  of  popular  rights.  Bastiles  are  demolished  by  every  suc- 
cessful attack  on  oppression  and  misrule. 

Whatever  else  you  doubt,  never  for  a moment  doubt  the  progress,  and,  in  time, 
the  universal  triumph  of  sound  principles.  More  light  is  breaking  hourly. 

Even  State  after  State  has  fallen  from  the  support  of  our  opponents.  Their 
time  has  come : 

“ Leaves  have  their  time  to  fall, 

And  stars  to  set” — 

Seven  or  eight  of  their  stars  have  already  set.  The  number  of  the  democratic  States 
is  again  already  a majority,  including  also  most  of  the  largest.  The  Secretary  of 
State  can  once  more  open  his  fresh  books  on  this  new  change.  Even  in  Massa- 
chusetts, besides  a gain  of  ten  or  eleven  thousand,  we  have  majorities  in  every  town 
where  the  monuments  of  patriotism  and  revolutionary  glory  point  to  the  skies  and 
consecrate  public  feelings ; as  in  Concord  and  Lexington,  where  the  first  blood  was 
spilt,  and  in  Charlestown,  where  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  immortalized  the  contest. 
But  our  victory  in  Michigan,  the  last,  is  the  greatest  and  most  portentious  of  all 
to  the  enemies  of  democracy.  Bone  of  our  bone,  and  flesh  of  our  flesh,  in  many  of 
her  hardy  emigrants  from  the  Granite  State — let  us  congratulate  them  most  sincerely, 
that  so  far  as  heard  from,  every  new  Senator  and  Representative  elected  is  demo- 
cratic. If  four  or  five  whigs  prove  in  the  end  to  be  saved,  they  will  be  no  more 
than  enough  for  tellers — to  keep  count. 

The  sweep  has  been  like  an  irruption  of  the  ocean.  Some  of  our  opponents  at 
first  in  the  summer,  began  to  taunt,  as  tradition  says  in  the  flood  of  old,  that  there 
was  likely  to  be  not  much  of  a shower.  But  by  this  time  I think  most  of  them 
will  concede  that  there  has  been  a pretty  severe  shower— a storm — a deluge. 

There  has  been,  in  truth,  glory  enough  for  one  campaign.  And  nothing  remains 
for  us  but  to  resolve,  as  I trust  we  do  most  heartily  and  unanimously,  that  in  the  great 
cause  which  animates  and  calls  U3  all  here  to-night,  we  will  never,  so  far  as  depends 
on  our  efforts,  permit  it  to  suffer  either  stain,  blemish,  or  defeat. 
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